In the introduction of his book 'Australia’s Welfare Wars', Mendes (2017 pp 1-16) advocates a social democratic perspective of welfare and argues that it is "...only through the collectivist intervention of the state that the current trends towards increased inequality and injustice can be reversed” (p.8). He contrasts this social democratic perspective with the dominant neoliberal perspective which he states is based upon ideological views and values which are in opposition to the social justice values espoused by most welfare policy advocates and professional human services workers.
Your task is to write an essay that contrasts the social democratic perspective of welfare and welfare states with the neoliberal perspective, and which examines Mendes’ argument that while the neoliberal perspective remains dominant in Australia, a social democratic perspective should be advocated by human services professionals because it is based on the recognition that collectivist state intervention is necessary to address inequalities and promote social justice goals.
Specifically, your essay must:
1. Describe social democratic and neoliberal perspectives of welfare and welfare states and identify key differences between the two
2. Discuss the current dominance of the neoliberal perspective of welfare/welfare states in Australia and why this perspective could be considered to be in opposition to social justice values
3. Discuss and examine Mendes’ arguments in favour of a social democratic perspective of welfare and welfare states in Australia
4. Demonstrate suitable engagement with subject learning materials and appropriate academic literature
5. Demonstrate appropriate academic writing and referencing skills



Essay content:
· Describes social democratic and neoliberal perspectives of welfare and welfare states and identifies key differences between the two
· Discusses the current dominance of the neoliberal perspective of welfare/welfare states in Australia and why this perspective could be considered to be in opposition to social justice values
· Discusses and examines Mendes’ arguments in favour of a social democratic perspective of welfare and welfare states in Australia
Engagement with learning materials and literature:
· Demonstrates appropriate use of subject learning materials in development of essay
· Demonstrates appropriate use of academic literature in development of essay
Academic writing and referencing:
· Provides a properly structured introduction that identifies the main content of the essay and its purpose, with clear links to essay question/criteria
· Provides a properly structured body which uses appropriate paragraph structure to address essay content
· Provides a properly structured conclusion that summarises key content and reinforces the purpose of the essay
· Demonstrates appropriate academic writing skills, incorporating: writing which is free of errors (spelling, grammar, punctuation) and clearly conveys meaning to the reader (clarity of expression)
· Demonstrates appropriate referencing throughout essay (in-text referencing consistent with APA 7 format)
· Provides complete and accurate reference list (consistent with APA 7 format)
 




